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Fort Willow Developers presented 
its plans for TechMill 41, a new 
office project plan for the former 
Interlocking Deck Systems site in 
the 9th Ward of Lawrenceville, at 
the City Planning meeting Tuesday.

The plan calls for a five-story, 
75,000-square-foot office building 
designed to be a complement to 
Fort Willow’s established 182-unit 
The Foundry at 41st apartment 
building, now about 75 percent 
leased after being completed last 
year.

Working with Strip District-based 
Rothschild Doyno Collaborative 
as the architect, Fort Willow’s new 
office project calls for the office 
building to be fronted by the original 

Machine Shop of the former mill 
and next to Bay 41, the remaining 
structural steel from the previous 
mill shed.

“The office building will be the 
fourth side of an urban courtyard,” 
said Daniel Rothschild, president of 
Rothschild Doyno of the contextual 
approach of the mixed-use plan for 
the 5.5-acre site. “You also see a 
very unique context.”

The project is estimated to cost 
between $10 million and $15 million 
for the core and shell, said Fort 
Willow principal Alex Simakas.

P.J. Dick Inc. is expected to be 
the construction company for the 
project, and Brad Totten of the 
Pittsburgh office of Avison Young 

is representing the office space for 
lease.

With the new project to be built 
in close proximity to the occupied 
apartments, Simakas said he 
expects to begin preparing for 
construction in December, pending 
full approvals from the Pittsburgh 
Planning Commission, which is 
anticipated to vote on the plan in 
two weeks.

Simakas estimated the building 
would be completed by the end of 
2018.

While he said there’s prospects 
for the development now, Simakas 
said he expects to build the new 
structure on a speculative basis.
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