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Even Pittsburghers who don’t 
know exactly what The Midwife 
Center is have probably noticed the 
mural that adorns its northeastern 
wall while driving through the Strip 
District.

A pregnant woman in a purple 
dress, two stories tall, almost seems 
to dance amidst a scene of trees 
and buildings and rivers.

“To many people, this is the best 
mural in Pittsburgh,” said architect 
Daniel Rothschild, with Rothschild 
Doyno Collaborative.

to 11,700, adding two new birth 
suites, additional exam rooms and 
lots of new office and storage space.

Rothschild said incorporating the 
mural into the new space was the 
biggest challenge, but that it made 
for some happy accidents.

“Although it’s one connected 
mural, there are three different 
scenes,” he said, gesturing to the 
treetop scene on the third floor. 
“We’re sort of reaching to the sky. 
The scene on the second floor 
is actually the city, so you’ll see 

The mural that was once on the 
outside of The Midwife Center’s 
building will now be on the inside, as 
part of an expansion six years in the 
making. Clinical director and certified 
nurse-midwife Ann McCarthy said 
the center started thinking about an 
expansion in 2010, when it began to 
see its client roster grow. The capital 
campaign began in 2013, and 
ground was broken on the project in 
July of this year. 

The expansion increases the 
center’s square footage from 5,000 
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Architect Daniel Rothschild (right) and The Midwife Center’s Finance and Operations Manager Erica Biesinger explain the significance 
of the mural to a tour group on December 7, 2016. Photo © Liz Reid.
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like a silhouette of Pittsburgh with 
buildings. And then on the first floor 
is actually the bottom of the mural, 
where you see the cycle of a woman 
going through her pregnancy.”  

Last week, Midwife Center staff 
invited board members, supporters 
and clients to take a look at the 
developing space, as they made the 
push to raise the last $150,000 of a 
$3.8 million capital campaign.

The Midwife Center is the only 
free-standing birth center in Western 
Pennsylvania, and executive director 

Christine Haas said the expansion 
will make it the largest in the nation.

“We’re one of the oldest and 
busiest now, and once we expand 
we will be the biggest,” she said.

The Midwife Center on Penn Ave. 
in the Strip District will increase from 
5,000 square feet to 11,700 square 
feet. Most of the mural that adorns 
the existing building’s northeastern 
wall will be inside the new space.

Haas said the center has been 
at capacity for years now, mirroring 
a nationwide trend. According to 

the Centers for Disease Control, 
midwives were present at more than 
9 percent of births in 2014. That’s 
three times the rate in 1989, when 
the government first started tracking 
data.

New features include water birth, 
behavioral health care, classroom 
space, an elevator and a parking 
lot. The new space is expected to 
open in early Spring 2017, about 
nine months after ground was first 
broken.
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