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Hill District Apartments Are
Given Jazzy Design
By Mark Belko

With the old Crawford Grill
anchoring one end of the New
Granada Theater near another, the
new Louis Mason Jr. apartment
building will bridge two of the
most famous jazz sites in the Hill
District.
Dan Rothschild wants to give
the senior citizen complex rhythm
worthy of that heritage.
Rothschild, the architect for
the project, wants to create as
building that will replicate, through
its architecture and design, the
syncopated rhythms of jazz that
have been so interwoven with life
in the Hill.
He is planning a facade that
will bounce to such rhythms, not

the cookie cutter monotony of a
suburban subdivision. He intends
to create such rhythms through
breaks in the building - in color,
form, and materials.
Some parts of the mid-rise, for
example, will jut outward. Some
will feature larger windows. Colors
will vary along the facade. All are
designed to reinforce a jazz-like
rhythm.
Once the building is finished,
Rothschild is hoping residents and
visitors alike will “have both literal
and abstract understanding of the
influence of jazz on the design of
the building.”
“The goal of this project is to
make the residents connect to a
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sense of place, and that’s a goal
for all our urban housing projects,”
Said Rothschild, president of
Rothschild Doyno Architects PC of
Regent Square. “In this particular
case, that sense of place is infused
with jazz.”
The design of the $15 million to
the $16 million mid-rise, which will
be located in the 2100 block of Wylie
Avenue bounded by Elmore and
Erin Street, is not the only part of
the project that could end up paying
tribute to the Hill’s jazz history.
Rothschild intends to insert along
the length of the building a series of
limestone panels citing significant
events in the history of jazz in the Hill.
There also are plans to have
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historical markers outside of the
building relating to the events
cited on the panels and to install
side walk markings similar to
Hollywood’s “Walk of Fame”.
“I think the theme of connecting
the two historic buildings is very
creative and worthwhile,” said Tom
Armstrong, chairman of the city’s
Planning Commission, which was
briefly explained last week.
Rothschild and the others also
are looking at the idea of using
a low frequency radio signal to
play a continuous loop of music
or information relating to jazz in
the Hill.
The mid-rise, which will range
from three to four floors, is being
built by the city Housing Authority
to replace the Louis Mason Jr.
high rise in the Addison Terrace
housing complex about a quarter
of a mile away. The new building
will contain 108 units, 91 of which
will be designated for public

housing eligible households.
The others will be tax credit,
affordable housing units.
Housing Authority
Executive
Director Keith Kinard said the agency
is excited about the opportunity to
incorporate the Hill’s jazz history into
the design and fabric of the building.
“We expect this building to do
more than house the elderly. We
really want the building to be a
vibrant structure to promote a
healthy lifestyle while allowing the
tenants a place to age gracefully,”
he said.
“The concept of the building is to
really embrace the rich culture and
musical history in the Hill District.”
In addition to the musical
elements, the building will feature
first-floor retail space on the Wylie
Avenue side at Elmore and
on Centre Avenue. It also will
have a billiards room, a wellness
center, a community area, and an
outdoor porch area. Kinard said
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the authority is hoping to tie jazz
concerts into the programming.
McCormack Baron Salazar is
developer for the project. The
St. Louis-based firm, which also
developed Crawford Square in the
Hill District, will own and manage
the mid-rise.

