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Simakas’s new road to redeveloping a
major property in Lawrenceville
By Tim Schooley
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Alex Simakas is closing in on a
redevelopment plan for his fiveacre industrial property near the
riverfront in Lawrenceville. His
proposal would tear down much
of the established structure for
a new apartment complex and
restaurant built around a restored
public corridor.
So far, the plan is still in an
early phase for Simakas and his
Fort Willow Developers. Simakas
held a meeting with neighboring
residents this week to get their feel
for a project roughly scheduled
to open in 2017 that still needs
to go through a full city approval
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But Simakas is committed to the
initial phases of a plan for the site,
working with Strip District-based
Rothschild Doyno Collaborative.
“We’re going to try to preserve
some of the history of the site,”
he said. “We want to preserve
the industrial heritage of the site
but also develop it into something
that’s more in line with the direction
of the neighborhood.”
Immersed in researching the
history of the property in which
he once operated his Interlocking
Deck Systems International, a
company he sold to Green Tree-
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based L.B. Foster Co. in 2010,
Simakas said that 41st Street
formerly ran through the property
to the river before the industrial
structure was built over it in the
1920s.
He’s interested in reestablishing
41st Street through the property
again, yet leaving some of the
steel structure, columns, roof
trusses and other components of
the building to create a new public
space with an industrial feel that
could host farmers’ markets and
other events.
Simakas is also hopeful that an
extended 41st Street could also
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become a link for cyclists as part
of the Allegheny Riverfront Green
Boulevard, a plan which seeks to
maximize an established rail bed
that runs through Lawrenceville
and the Strip District by adding a
dedicated bike lane to run along
side it.
“You put people onto this public

space and they could walk through
an industrial relic on the way up to
Butler Street,” he said.
The first phase of the project
calls for a four-story apartment
building of 130 to 150 units in a
U-shaped design along Willow
Street between 41st and 42nd
streets. Also part of the plan is
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converting a smaller red brick
structure near the 40th Street
Bridge to a new restaurant.
Simakas said a second phase
could be more apartments, a hotel
or an office project, depending on
the demand that comes his way
after the first phase is completed.

