
Restaurant, apartments proposed for 
former Lawrenceville industrial site
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When Alex Simakas sold his 
manufacturing company in 2010, 
he was left with a 120,000-square-
foot brick and corrugated metal 
relic on 5 acres between Willow 
Street and the Allegheny River in 
Lawrenceville.

He had operated Interlocking 
Deck Systems International there 
for 10 years, but the trend in the 
neighborhood had shifted away 
from the aesthetic of rough spaces. 
He described his building as “old, 

dirty, inefficient” and leaky. “We ran 
two shifts of big trucks in and out 
of there. I was curious to see what 
the best reuse could be.”

Last week, the neighborhood 
advocacy group Lawrenceville 
United met with nearby residents 
to hear his idea: a 130- to 150-
unit apartment building, reuse of a 
machine shop for a restaurant or 
residential and workplace lofts and 
preservation of one of the building’s 
five bays as the centerpiece of a 

public space.
Mr. Simakas said he was attached 

to the old relic and had read up 
on its history before meeting 
the neighbors. He proposed 
preserving the interior skeleton of 
Bay No. 4, which was built in the 
1930s on top of the portion of 41st 
Street that had extended to the 
Allegheny River. The city vacated 
it for the Pittsburgh Rolls Corp. to 
build that bay, which made the rolls 
used in rolling mills.
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Mr. Simakas said he wants 
to re-establish 41st Street as a 
pedestrian thoroughfare, removing 
the skin of Bay No. 4 and leaving 
the skeleton, with its mammoth 
steel columns, crossbeams and 
catwalks. He said he would like 
to use the lamps affixed to the 
columns to light the thoroughfare. 
The roof might be removed or a 
portion retained, he said.

“The plan is to use Bay No. 

4 as a space that could be a 
farmers or artisans market and for 
small performances,” he said. He 
envisions using part of the space 
behind the machine shop as an 
open public courtyard, possibly 
keeping a big blue planer mill as a 
relic.

A first-time developer, Mr. 
Simakas “put a team together to 
help me avoid mistakes and decide 
what makes the most sense,” he 

said. The team includes architect 
Dan Rothschild of the Rothschild 
Doyno Collaborative, a financial 
consultant, a longtime real estate 
developer and, soon, a traffic 
engineer.

Mr. Simakas said he expects 
the first phase to be completed 
in the spring of 2017 but has not 
determined the cost.


