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Architect Unveils
de Chabert Plans
By Joy Blackburn

ST. CROIX - A small group of
residents who turned out for a
public meeting Thursday night
got a first glimpse at a new
vision for transforming the West
Christiansted area, focusing on
the Ralph de Chabert housing
community.
“We’re talking about changing
the community - not just building
affordable housing,” said Robert
Graham, executive director of
the V.I. Housing Authority.
Those
gathered
listened
eagerly as an architect with
Pittsburgh-based
Rothschild
Doyno led them through the

process his team used develop
preliminary
concepts
for
transforming de Chabert into a
vital and viable neighborhood by
capitalizing on its location and
spaces and blending it in with
the surrounding community.
The abandoned de Chabert
site - on beachfront property
in close proximity to D.
Hamilton
Jackson
Terrace
housing community, John F.
Kennedy housing community,
a residential area, Juanita
Gardine School and various
other buildings - is at the heart
of the West Christiansted area.
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Officials hope that transforming
the 19 acres on which de
Chabert sits could be a catalyst
for revitalizing the entire district.
“If the thing in the middle
is wounded and hurting, no
matter what happens around it,
it can’t heal itself,” said Daniel
Rothschild, a design architect
and principal at Rothschild
Doyno. Once that “thing in the
middle” is better, everything
around improves more easily,
he said.
The de Chabert housing
community is one of six
public housing communities
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territorywide that will be part of a
redevelopment plan the Housing
Authority is devising. Once plans
are developed, the Housing
Authority can seek funding from
the U.S. Department of Housing
and
Urban
Development’s
Choice Neighborhoods Initiative.
The federal program seeks
to
transform
distressed
neighborhoods into viable and
sustainable
mixed-income
neighborhoods
by
linking
housing improvements with
appropriate services, schools,
public assets, transportation,
and access to jobs by placing
emphasis on local community
planning, according to HUD.
The concept for revitalizing
de Chabert includes blending it
seamlessly with the residential
area next to it. Many public
housing communities in the
past were set apart from the
surrounding environs, creating
an isolation that is not healthy,
Rothschild said.
The de Chabert plan is to attract
a diverse group of residents to
the area by creating a community
with four types of housing:

single-family residential homes;
two-story affordable homes,
where the owner lives on one
floor and rents the other under
the Housing Choice Voucher
program; senior housing; and a
mix of rental units in two-story
buildings, Rothschild said.
The redesign includes attractive
public spaces to encourage
community interaction, a Main
Street, a central park area and a
“signature building” overlooking
the beach that could become a
community and cultural center,
the architect said.
The concept also includes
outlying park areas with sports
fields, as well as a buffer zone
between housing and the nearby
V.I. Water and Power Authority
plant. Some existing buildings
in the buffer area could be used
for social and support services,
Rothschild said. He wrapped up
his presentation by showing a
computer model of the proposal.
Those attending asked about
adequate parking and safety
and security measures and
suggested that they be included
in the planning process. They
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also asked about handicap
access, which Rothschild said
would be part of the design.
V.I.
Human
Services
Commissioner
Chris
Finch
suggested that planners design
the proposed community and
cultural center so it also could
serve as an emergency shelter.
The V.I. Housing Authority
currently does not have funding
in place to completely revitalize
Ralph de Chabert, but the
information
and
sketches
presented Thursday and the
public input received will be
included in an application
submitted next week to HUD’s
Choice Neighborhood Initiative
for a $250,000 planning grant,
according to Graham.
After the meeting, Graham said
that revitalizing the de Chabert
housing community could be “in
the pipeline” by 2012, provided
funding is received.
The other communities to
be included in the Housing
Authority’s redevelopment plan
are a proposed senior living
community in St. Thomas’ Sugar
Estate, and Louis E. Brown,
Walter I.M. Hodge, William’s
Delight and Nicasio Nico on St.
Croix, Graham said.

